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with Borodin's aid, provided for this so that Wang Ching-wei and
others returned to active participation in affairs,
On January 20, 1924, Sun opened "The First National Congress
of the Kuomintang", attended by 199 delegates representing aH
the provinces, some outlying dependencies and some overseas
branches. For the first time Chinese women were admitted to
membership of a political assembly, one member being Madame Sua.
Congress also recognised the legal, social, educational and economic
equality of the sexes, the significance of which, in an Asiatic country,
it is hard to overestimate.
It would be tedious to quote Sun's speech in full. It repeated his
familiar arguments accounting for the failure of the revolution and,
as usual, asked all to co-operate to improve and revise the plans t<K
be considered by the Congress. Nevertheless a Chinese writer has
spoken of the "overwhelming personality of Sun Yat-sen" at the
Congress, which accepted his guidance in its entirety. Sun said:
"... if we are going to succeed, we must be united and of one mind. In
order to achieve this spiritual unity which is so vital to a political party, the
comrades must be prepared to sacrifice their individual freedom, and to put
all their ability at the disposal of the Party. In this way alone, can the Party
itself both have freedom and command ability, and shoulder the great work
of the Revolution, the reconstruction of the country. The failure of the Party
in the past was due to the fact that while the individual member enjoyed
freedom, the Party as a whole had none; that while the individual member
possessed ability, the Party as a whole was deprived of it. Herein lay the
failure of the Kuo-Min Tang, In reorganising the Party our task is, therefore,"
to rid the Party of all its shortcomings. * . .**
Wang drafted a manifesto which Borodin wanted altered to include
a doctrine of class struggle and the principle of confiscation without
compensation, but his advice was rejected and the manifesto
accepted without these points. The manifesto declared: "The only
way out for China is the establishment of a genuine People's Govern-
ment, by the realisation of The Three Principles of the People
through the National Revolution". The Congress elected Sun, as
originator of The Three Principles^ President for Life, with very
considerable powers.
One of the two outstanding decisions of the Congress was the
admission of Chinese Communists to the Kuomintang, not as a
party but as individuals. The Chinese communists were not a new
party of Bolshevik origin but had been in existence before the out-
break of the World War, Sun advocated their admission but ro-
minded the Congress of his conviction that communism and the